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TWO MGHTS OF 
OUERIUA WARFARE 


An cye*wiriics!!; ncctiuui of thr fiRhiinj; 
%^hirfa tool: pl^cc in P®m on tbc niRlit:^ 
of June 10 and U. 1%8. 


Ijr^HAT FOLLOWS is an amount of 
my oivn personal experience in the 
5jh. 6[h and 14ih Arrondi^semems on the 
two nights when Paris experienced more 
bitter fighting in the civil war than she 
had previously cxpcrienccd. 

l^at I refuse ici altempl to do is to 
deliberately simplify an extremely cam- 
plcx siiuaiionp lo select certain incidents 
which illustrate some preconceived 
fioiions I may have had about the state 
of affairs in existence A knowledge of 
colloquial French is no help to unravel¬ 
ling the complexities. The Sunday Times 
of I6.6.6S: proudly claims to have been 
‘the first to report the alarming rumours*! 
—so leaving aside the wild guesses at 
roresighu the gutter joumaltsm which 
reduces the revolulionaries mto terms of 
drug-addicts and V*D cases we move into 
Houlesard St. 'Vlichel at T L30 on Monday 
night 

« «■ “ , 
At the iunciion with S<. Gernialii 
Honlevard the students arc directing 
traffic as the massive demonstration 
approaches from the north. 

At the head of the procession are a 
group of anarchists flying the black flag. 
The marchers are chanting Di; Caulle. 
L'uwituiin, and singing the IniernatUftiaie 
The mood is electric The crowd swirls 
around, the banners jog up and down, 
A student. Gjlles Tautin. has died from 
drowning at FI ins. He either was thrown 
into the river by police swooping down 
on a group of students or jumped in to 
avoid a bcaling-up with truncheons. This 
march iA to avenge his death 

Every hundred yards or so the march 
halls, and Ufrtrtrnaiionuif is sung. Now 
we move past the Sorbonne, and on. 
down to Rue Soulfioi where the march 
i* Icft’whcelcd, ITic girl carrying the 
snarchiH banner still heads the proces* 
sion. with two other girls carrying red 
Hags, and one girl with a flag that is red 
on one Side, biact on the other 

The flags jug through the darkness 
Ahead of us looms the massive dome of 
the PAntb«ofi. 

Now, suddenly the atmosphere becomes 
charged with fervour 'fhe crowd cry 
hup hup hup, and then they are running, 
runnina, hundred after hundred, sprint- 
jfig forward towards the Panilierui. 
Immediately there cuffius two sharp ex- 
plosions'-the first nut-gas grenadt' are 
fired into the crowd. 1 jump up ou a 
car and see the black shapes oJ jxifkc 
bu.ie.s on the Puiiiheoii forecouri. and 
the ( RS. 

Hut the object of the march is nut to 
reach the Panthirm but to reach the large 
police slatitiii situated upfsositc. 

More riot-ga* grenades are fired, and 
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then, for the first lime, a new' sound fills 
the night sky. Louder, more menacing^ 
a hollow detonaiion stills the vast crowd 
who pause, uncertain as to what if b, 
A second detonation shivers through the 
night, followed by a barrage of explo¬ 
sions from gas guns. 

A few minutes later, the word passes 
tbrough the crowd. The first Molotov 
cockuila have set two police vehicles 
ablaze. ITic battle begins In earnest. 
There ts none of the polite acceptance of 
totalitarian authority such as we sec in 
this country, The people have got their 
backs to the wall, and they arc fighting 
with everything they*ve got.' 

The crowd enter street-fighting with 
bravery and inlcUigcncc. All of them do 
not lice before the grenades. Two thin 
lines of determined people stream past 
the sides of the Panilieon, opening up 
two more Front,s of confrontation, to split 
up the police forces. Two more fronts 
open up in Rue S|, JFucijues on either 
side of the Rud SuFfJof. The CRS are 

now occupied on five frontj at. once. ._ 

• Pafevrrs-by in cars drive at high speed 
to get away from the fighting, driving 
through red lights, hands on car-horns 
and knocking pedestrians to one side in 
their desperation to gel away fast. The 
news of the petrol bombs has got around. 

The night is punctured with many 
explosions of petrol bombs being thrown 
in quick succejision. Riot-gas is fired 
almost monotonously, with seemingly 
little elfccL on the determination of the 
fighters. 

My eyes are streaming, the effect of 
the gas is rather like sea-sickness, but it 
passes, and I have no respect for the gas 
from that moment on. 

The ^th and 6lh Arrondissements are 
a baiUefield, Barricades are quickly set 
up, but tonight the CRS are no longer 
the unstoppable forces of a totalitarian 
state. The new weapon has terrified them. 
They do not charge, but huddle together 
in hundreds for safely, firing gas gre- 
nadci into crowds that sometimes surge 
forward to attack them. 

It IS a miracle no one is killed. This 
Lt civil war 

Convoys of CRS reserves roll up the 
boulevards, culling off the rctrcai of 
dcmonsiratorr» and 1 decide that it is 
time to move, or be taken. I run down 
streets J do not even know the names of 
and miraculously do mn find a cul-de-sac. 

I rim out into the Boukvurd .Si, \tfdiel 
again, m its southernmost end to face a 
lunhcr convoy of CRS reserves—twelve 
vehicles in all, standing by to go mto 
aeiton J wi»lk past siudymg a map of 
Palis, and am not dialleriied 

l*bc figliting go« on Ihrough the night, 
the CRS cannot dislodge the students 
from their barricade^ I he new weapon 
has evened 44jmcwhai the reJaltve armed 
itreiigth of both stdev 

It It not until 7 to 8 m tin; ntorning 
rhai the last barnradev arc cleared by 
bufldorers backed up by CRS wliidi 
charge and break, down the bamerv und 
charge rbc students 

C*ualbiurd uit J|iJg^ 4 


IF THERE IS One theme that 
!;eem.s lo be cofijmon to all the 
litLidenl protesters ruund the world, 
ii is 'workers” coniror. Applied to 
their own place of W{n-k—univer- 
sity—this is translated into ‘student 
power”. 

But fundamentally this means no 
more ihan that the workers in an 
enterprise, be it ^ university or a 
steel works, shall be in control of 
poiicy-making and ilay-lo-day decF 
sion-making as well as doing the 
work. 

For anarchists thii is a basic tend. 
The reieetion of the domination of 
man by man: the rejection of ex- 
pl 01 tali on, means p?ccisely that no¬ 
body shall be forced to work, and 
thus to live, on someone else's terms. 
The idea of freedom for all. the true 
concept of the dignity of labour, 
must mean noihing less than that 
the worker at ihe point of produc¬ 
tion, or the student at the desk, shall 
have responsibility for what he does. 

To any extent that this responst- 
biliiy is whittled down. lo that 
extent is freedom and digniiy re* 
duced: lo that extent is the worker, 
or the stitdent, stmplv a means to 
someone else”s ends. 


GENOCIDE 
IN NIGERIA ? 


7 his, anarchists reject: but it rnusi 
be a prime necessity in any ex pi oi ta¬ 
li vc set-up. In industry, fhe moti¬ 
vation of auihoriiy—whether the 
private capita list or the nalionahsed 
Board—is lo work the workers for 
profit and/or the needs of the Stale. 
Tn the university this motivation is 
somewhat obscured, but is in fact 
exactly the same. 

Academics may: dec^e l!ierr> 
selves with the illusion that ihey arc 
serving objective troth, that their 
allegiance is to abstract truth and 
learning, but while there is an 
authority which decides what they 
teach and why they teach it. and 
certainly while the expansion of 
further education has as iis prime 
interest the production of techm> 
crdls for the advancement of the 
modern State—then all the functions 
of the university are geared Lo the 
needs of the State. 

THREE LEVELS 

The education system of Britaijt 
has for many years been channelled 
into three levels: elementary for the 
workers, secondary for the manager, 
public school and university for the 
masters. The more recent demand^ 
of technology however, and the needs 
of the competitive industrial society, 
have created the necessity for more 
technicians, and the upper classes 
did not have the talent in sufficient 
quantities. So the cream of the 
working class has been skimmed off 
into 'grammar schools’ and thence 
groomed for umvcrsiiy when their 
taienis warranted if 


TN THE LIGHT nf the forthcoming 
^ demonsl rat ions concerning the Biafran 
situation, some facts about the war and 
British involvement in it may be relevant. 
fSce also FRErTX>M, MB,67.) 

Biafra, as is well known, is the richest 
region in Nigeria, and the federal govern¬ 
ment says that it cannot afford to lose 
such wealth. Subsequent to the Biafran 
breakaway, this is the federal govern¬ 
ment’s justification for creating two 
million Jbo refugees and imposing a total 
naval and economic blockade of Biafra. 
aided by British naval personnel, with 
the intention of starving the Biafrens into 
submission. Partly because of this, three 
thousand Biafrans arc dying every day 
from malnutrition. 

Nigeria is also obtaining a seemingly 
endless supply of arms from Britain in 
order to hold this crumbling federation 
together. The war is not entirely eco¬ 
nomic however, as it « also the result 
of a long-standing tribal conflict between 
the tbos and the Hausa tribe. The latter 
dominating as they do the federal govern¬ 
ment seem intent upon finally wiping out 
the Ibos altogether, involving the syste¬ 
matic starvation or slaughter of some 
twelve million ctvilians. 

We must surely act now to stop the 
supply of arms to Nigeria by both Bri¬ 
tain and Russia, this will almost certainly 
render the prosecution of the war so diffi¬ 
cult an to make it jmpo&sible. 

in order to try and create a greater 
awareness in ilits country of ihe position 
of Biafra, the ’Save Biiitra Commit tec’ 
is orgariinlng two demuiisirntions. 

JIINJ-: 21 MAlien lO IlimNtNG 
STHKI'I. tWIiy, I tuiiiml iiitngliicd 
AHHI lViHf i: AI RI I^'^I AN lAlltAS^iV 

ViriOHIA GAII KFNHINGTON 
K4I vn G4HJ>l‘:N‘i. H A, ut TM |mii. 

J1 l,V 7, W4I I V IN IHAIMLGAH 
Si/I'AKI at .urn ii.iii. 

We hope that a» many people as poi- 
Sibil will be able U’ tlicit siippiirl 
lo nUiiw their solidarity with tive Blafiani 
iMt^uv f’llH>?<, 


gelling a kick in the teeth. Even Dc 
Gaulle's first rcaclion lo the Parts 
rising was to concede that reforms 
would be granted—because every 
Government faced with a revolu¬ 
tionary situation will hurnediy olfer 
reform, for reforms can be handled 
without fundamental loss of auihor- 
ity-'and can always be whittled 
dt»wn on ce the Acal is {df :invwjiv . 

The-SBTnnsTapplying herc7 The 
relatively peaceful sit-ins and occu¬ 
pations and dcnuYUsiraiions have 
sounded a clear enough warning to 
ihe Government, and they are smart 
enough to try to act quickly and 
head off a real confrontation. 

THE OK \\OllD 

So now the code word is "participation*. 
Even the older universities where no 
great trouhle has yet emerged have come 
out with plans for ■participiion', while 
in the real act ion-centres like Essex and 
Sussex, the authorities arc trying to get 
out of it by griming as little ’participa¬ 
tion’ as will satisfy the "moderate* 
majority—but panicipatioti nevertheless. 

These concessions will lead lo sludcot 
representation on councils dominated by 
university authorities, tn exactly the same 
way as worker participation on Joint 
[nduslrial Councils have meant workers 
co-operating with the bosses in Ihcir ovm 
exploilalion. This is all ■participation'’ 
will mean, and no wonder it is now an 
OK word with politicos like the Liberals 
/who threw out ‘Anarcho-Syndicalism* 
as an aiml becausi: such reform can be 
assimilated by a developing capitalism 
without affecting its real nature one bit. 

Now il is true that in the university it 
Ls not only the students who are workers 
Lecturers and professors also work there, 
_ _.. anri in tHivuid, 

liuTTruTWas nol for thcTr T?entfief Tafcer^7lTK^'a(^t^i>on^icn should 


it was for the sake of Britain’s com¬ 
petitive position in the world rat- 
race. And it has all back-fired, as 
Ihe perversion of science, die misuse 
of knowledge, has become sicken- 
ifxgly clear. 

Hence the increasing demands of 
the students that they do not be 
regarded simply as manpower for 
the State’s economic or military 
struggles. Hence the rejection of 
'sausage-mac bine* educaiion. Hence 
the demand for more responsibility 
in deciding what they learn and why. 

The force with which these de¬ 
mands have been put forward have 
frightened authority. Instead of 
gratiLude from students the Slate is 


be the same 45 in induitry: all thd^e who 
are concerned in an organic way with 
the productive work of the collective 
enterprise should co-operate in the run¬ 
ning of it. But those who are concerned 
with the power or profit structure should 
be expropriated! (Here. Homsey School 
of Art have set the right example. Stu¬ 
dents and (some) staff have taken over 
the College, they are running it them¬ 
selves—and they have declared the Board 
of Governors redundant!) 

This then is the issue. Workers’ con¬ 
trol means responsible freedom, partici¬ 
pation means no more than a modification 
of subjection 

The line is clear. Reject participation 
—lake contrail 

PS. 

LETTER FROM URUGUAY 


REVOLT IS FOR US! 


anarchy ii Publiihed by 
. FREEDOM PRESS at 2y 
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REVOLT! 

Di'itioiislruliiin iiftiiinsl I lie 
biiii on I lie live revnlulioiuiry 
student and worker 
organisations by the (iHiillists 

Orghitisdd by London ILP and the Defense d'lntordlre Group 


.SATURDAY, JUNK 22 

Assemble 2.45 
Speakers’ (’orner 

Hyde Park 

MARCH ro I RENCII 
KMBASSY 


Dear Comrades, 

Some minutes ago I had a mecLing 
with all the AnarchislK at the University 
and the Communidad del Sur boys, 
and the subjcci was: The European 
students’ movement and our immediate 
response. 

For the first time in many years wc 
were all agreed on immediate direct 
action. 

We think that this is the occasion 
to blow up the MfAictiiiVA of our proper 
MudenH* union and also the rest of 
I^lin American unions. 

HV ihitik that thr tMtapi’an wtti^ 
autfinrimriuu siudenis" revt>h is far m, 
mid that aur next rrio/f is /or them 

VVe think the French comrades arc 
alone iihd the (lermun comrades are 
alone and the Scandinavmm arc alone, 
and so on. Wc are also alone Alone, 
all of us, wiihom the Right and without 
the Left 

But aif 111 us are together in the 
atnmgcii sense, and we must light iii 
never before, to break di'ivn stupid 
structures anil build up a libertarian 
siicieiy 

We will act miw W'u are not afraul 
nf eon sequences 

In this motnetu we have proofs of 
the treaion of the t’ommunisl Party to 
the struggle of FuropcJii students, in 
all South America. There is a ireai 
ttlence from Tuha to Argentina in all 
f'ommuiusuoricnteil organisaitons. But 
loniiirrow wc will break that quietness, 
tn our own FEUU and wc are sore 
of our fucceis. Yesterday wc sent a 


cable to UNEF. Nanicrrc, signed by 
the Belles Artes Students Association* 
nol only expreasing soiidanty but trying 
to create a clear way of tr.xthungmg 
information Now wc know that the 
two ollkial world students’ organLsaiiuiis 
are agamsi these Iasi European move- 
ments So, as always before, ihcy will 
lie, they will I'd ray us, 

.Also wc arc collect mg all information 
and diteumenls. We need LHGLNTLY 
nianifcsios of the Polish, Belgian, French. 
German. English. Scandinavian, (talum. 
Spunt^h. and Japanese students. 

Wc need URGENTLY addresses of 
suidcrtLs' organisations aroiuid Lurtipe. 

Jhrec of us are now translaimg 
documents from Freedom. Anurrhy. 
Noir cf Rnust and Lc Mtmde Libertuire. 
But It is not suflicient- we need German 
.sns mtutfestos, English LSE, French 
Namcrre programmes, and so on. Of 
course we will send you iU about the 
Laun .American struggle ui the same 
ducefion. 

The ddference is that there, ui Europe, 
the struggle is on its way. and here 
U ts going to begin. 

Bui wc will begui wub your back- 
g round this iimc. 

Yours in Ariarchy, 

CaIILOS RODItiPLiEX, 
Canitmf Maidmiado 10176, 

Montsvidea. Uruguay 

(If anybody is able and willing to 
collate this ioFormadon, for FRtmExSM 
as well, we would be glad to receive 
it,—E ditors.) 


























books ? 

we can supply 
any book in print 

SECdXnHANO 

Wc have ik large sLckK of secondhattd 
btxjks. Try us for wfiJil 5 ou want This 
week's selection. 

A World 10 Win Upton Sinclair ^,'6 
The Ijist of the Jnsr 

Andre ScliwarK-Bart 4/- 
Yamo the Pil Aiestandrt Kuprin 5/- 
Famoiisi Pnniphlets 

M iltod, Defoe and Sleek S/- 
Aiy Days and Dreaniv 

Edwfltd Carpcnicf 7/6 
A TVliijeKs Sons Len Doherty 6/- 

A Viiyn|*e from I'topla I. F. Hray 6,'6 
Lcficrs from Prison 

Georgi Dirnitfoll S/6 
Lectures niul Essays 

Bnhp^G Ingcrsoll 7,6 
The Foundations of Science 

W C. D Whelham 2/6 
Art IntcrprefHtion of Uiolof^ 

Hcnry’^ Collier 2/6 

Searchlight on Spain 

Duchess of Aihdl (Pcnetiin J938) 3/- 
Appeasements Child 

Thomas J Hamilton 4;- 
Art and Industry Herbert Read 10/- 
Tlic 'Genius" Theodore Dreiser 5/- 

PnividiiiKS Llspcth Davie IS.- 

ITic Face of Time James T. Farrdl 5/6 
Soulli Wind Norman Duugla^i 3/- 

Dead Souls Nikolai Gogol 4/6 

(Postage extra) 

Freedom Bookshop 
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Editorial cifTtce open Friday, June 7, 
6-8 p.m. Monilay, June 10, 6-8 
Telephone: BlShnpsgate J015. 

New icmptirary address: 

S4a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 
featrance Angel Alley), 
WHlTliCHAPEL, E-l. _____ 
(UhocT^nTHnS: ?iih(tn.Tc”‘ JE!K!£, tsnrr’ 
Whilcchapel Art Gallery'. Tnm right 
on emerging from station.) 


Temporary opening times: 
Tutrsday-Friday, 2-6 p.m 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 



FREEDOM PRESS 


w€ tkr pubihhers 
of the momhiy mngazint 
ANARCHY 


■ II 

O N THE EVENING of Tuesday. June 
11 . there wa.s a demonstration 
planned by the IINEF (the National 
Union of French Students) at the Gnre 
de I'Est at 7 oklock. This was publicised. 
I had gone up there with a French friend, 
a girl student at the Institute of English. 

Wc had intended taking part in the 
dcmonslralion and gut there at about a 
quarter to seven, but when we saw the 
CRS Irict police) come charging up the 
street waving their batons—they arc just 
legalized thugs—wc chickened out be¬ 
cause I did not want to be involved m a 
violent demonstration; I was nomviolent 
before and still am. (Though these evenLs 
have made me question the validity of 
my principles.) 

We decided not to lake pan in the 
demonstration and went back to have 
supper at the home of my brother who 
Jives in Paris. After supper, about lOJtl 
1 was taking my friend home. First of 
aU she wanted to eall at the British 
[{istLtuic;, which is near the Sorbonne, to 
%hcct a girl there who bad the key to 
ihcir (lat- 

As we were coming out of Od^on 
Metro we could smell tear-gas, We were 
stopped by a row of CRS officers who 
asked us for our papers. Under the pre¬ 
text of niy not having my passport or 
any papers they look us to a bus. (ITncy 
oflered to let the girl, who had papers, 
go but she said she would rather stay 
with me.) 

We were kept in a bus for an hour or 
so. then taken to (he Tie dc la Cit(% where 
we were transferred to another bus with 
other people who bad been arrested We 
were taken to Vincennes, to a former 
Nazi detention centre. When wc arrived 
there the girls were separated from the 
boys and gradually they took us through 
a corridor Wfhere we were interrogated. 

We gave simple details of our identity 
and the place and time of our arrest. 
Immediately after this interrogation they 
separated foreigners from Frenchmen: 
there were about 50 of us foreigners kept 
in a small room immediately next to the 
corridor. After they had segregated the 
French people they called back the 
foreigners one by one. asking for similar 
details to those already given, and we 
were allowed to make a statement if we 
wauled to. 

After a few hours there were about 15 
of m still there in t his room, who had 
"not Ticch calico nuclt. and we could see 
the bureaucrats sitting around a table, 
talking together, eating, drinking, and it 
did not seem as if they were concerned 
with us at all. Occasionally we would 
ask why we were not being dealt wiili, 
and they said they didn't know. 

Finally, ft turned oui they had lost the 
original forms for the IS of us. When 
we suggested they fill in others, they said 
that was out of the question. They spent 
some time saying they were looking for 
I hem but eventually they called us back. 
We gave the particulars again, and all 


The following U from a er>rrcspriucrcn( 
W'hnm we know per^nnally aiicl wlin 
ivisheii It! rcitiiiiii ;iiifinymuit^ for nbvloui 
rcn.-inns‘.—Ed*i. 


but three of us w^^^c sent on to another 
part of the buiEdiiij. 

The three of us were left in this room, 
with no idea why ^ had been kept: my¬ 
self, a Turk and a Greek. There was no 
common dement p^tween us: the other 
two had been living i;i France for some 
time, one had Wea. arrested with hia 
papers on him, tljc other did not have 
his papers. One a post-graduate stu¬ 
dent, the other wa^ not a student but was 
in a full time job. 

! was visiting fAris for the funeral of 
a close relative: fer me the fad that the 
demonstrations w^re taking place was 
coincidental As j was interested and 
sympathetic I had gone to discussion 
meetings but haj not taken part in 
demon Sira lions. 

During the day (hey brought in three 
Frenchmen bceau% they said these had 
been causing (rouble. They were in a 
very excited statk’^wcll, all of us were. 
AH this Eimc wc lijid a feeling of impo¬ 
tence. We had not been allowed to con¬ 
tact rehufves. eintvassios, or anybody i\t 
ail. Officially wc ^cre there to have our 
identities checked bm no attempt was 
made to verify ihenit wc were given no 
opportunity to verify our idcntlly if wc 
did not have any piipcrx. 

Wc had our first water at 2 15 in the 
aftemoon of Wedniwiay, about fifiecn 
hours after I had., been arrested; some 
had been in there litiger. Meanwhile, wc 
knew nothing of what bad happened to 
the other prisoners and wc did not know 
whether any had bojii released, or If any¬ 
body outside knew ihoLii us at all. 

By this time the ^jirds. who were not 
CRS but I think orftnnry gendrirmcii— 
there were five or six of them all the 
tinit;, all of them armed with rifies or 
nriiraillctfcs—were changed every hour 
or so. Most of them just grinned at u.i, 
ostentatiously eat inf k*nd drinking in 
front of us. There w^c one or two wlio 
seemed more yriiptfeic, hut in every 
care it wa^ abvay^l^m only doing my 
job—Fm not paid,^ to think' 

Al about b the evening of 

Wednesday we wi ^<4 given our first food 
^oue hum reudw,)jit--^«id. were moved 
out to join the ntst .of the foreigners 
whose numbers hi) now doubled, Wc 
were then taken into a large cage mea¬ 
suring about 20 yards by fisc. There were 
42 metal frames which we could sleep 
on. and wc raanagcil to squeeze two each 
on these, and there were still some left 
standing. Up to that time we had had 
noihing to sit or lie on bm dirty concrete 
noora, and the newspapers wc bad 
brought with us. Wc had been sharing 
our cigarettes and these had run out at 
about 7 o’clock on Wednesday morning. 

Very few of the people orrexted had 


been actually involved in demonstrations 
Most bad been picked up, like wc were, 
jus^i im the street; most had a perfectly 
valid rco-son for being tbere. For example, 
one man who worked in Paris and lived 
in the suburbs had been going to the 
Care de TEst as he did every evening to 
catch his train home and had been no¬ 
where near the domomt rat tons; another 
had driven home from work, parked hi^ 
car and was arrested between the car 
and his flat; a third was driving in the 
street, wfts slopped, told to gel out of his 
car. and arrested, Hic papers of all of 
these were in order. 

Most of us managed to sleep for a few 
hours in this cage, and in the morning 
our hopes revived a bit; we thought wc 
might be released that morning. At mid* 
day they first called put all the Algerians, 
whom we did not sec again. They then 
led the rest of us back to the entrance 
hall, gave us a piece of bread and a slice 
of processed cheese, and took ua buck tu 
the cage. 

All the time they used this psychoJo 
gical torture, as if they were playing with 
us. There wa.s vary little physical bruta¬ 
lity at all. but this was as had. if net 
worse. A couple of bour^ later they called 
out about two dozen of us by name, led 
us part-way back to the entrance hall, 
and took the rest out. Wc were then 
taken back to the cage and at 4,15 on 
Thursday those of us remaining were 
taken out 10 a bus. 

Wc were driven into Paris, taken to 
the Prefecture on the ilc dc Ja Cite, and 
twelve of us Silting nearest to the door 
were taken up to an office where the man 
in charge said something to the t-ficet 
that he was not ready for us, Wv were 
then driven round to the Commissariat 
in the Palais de Justice and subjected to 
a very degrading search, all the time be¬ 
ing insnlicd and mocked by the men 
searching us, 

Wc then had our fingerprints, descrip¬ 
tion and phofographs taken, had to give 
i>ur parents' names. We were then taken 
to a cell which In other circumstances 
might be quite attractive; there were 
benches on the side, there was a toilet 
which did not flush but had a continual 
trickle of water which did not, however, 
help to wash it down, and there was a 
drinkLog fountain. This was the first time 
wc had free access to water. Then we 
vrer£_^ivei^^aitresses, 

At about 10 a.m. wc were given some 
bread and vegetable soup, and It was 
while we were eating this that T was 
called out, and 1 was taken back to the 
Prefecture where I was met by my brother 
and given an extradition order, I was 
allowed the great concession of being 
allowed to go back to my family, have 
a shower and pack my bags myself. 

As a further concession, my relations 
in Paris were given the responsibility of 
recing that 1 left the country. At first 1 
was to be given twelve hours, but later 
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OencraJ enquiries sbould be MJit to tin: London Pe 
do FieodOin PrcM, WliitecJiapcI Hij^h Street, 
London, f.J 

LEWISHAM. Coniact Mike MaJel. Graa- 

vdle i'aj-Jt, Lcw^ishMi]. London, S.K.J3, Pbene; 
01 -Bj: B& 7 V 

LAUNC AMAUCtttSr GROUV. 

loucli wiiti Ken Kiiijj, S4 Norwood Road, 

RJtNCH‘S (PORTOBELI.O ROAD] ANARCHIST 
Cnmoet. Pjiinrki pcari:i:, 27 J Poitobella 
Road. W.II Mceliniti every WediicMlay evenina 
ML Finch's , 

S.W. LONDON X^BERTARtANS. Lontiict; M 
Oanham Court. Avciiuc fAcre Lane end). 

S W' 4 

WEST MAM ANARLHISr^. CoillftCl Slcplien 
Hiac*. Weatbury Road, F«/esl Gate, Lundon, 
E,7. Reiiular oiccsinjp jitjd aclivilka Wedneis- 
dmyi. 7.1U p m 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Bvory Wcdiicvdny at leek Kubiriftdrt'il mid Mary 
CUinipa's. 21 Rurnbu^d RoMd, S.W th toll KjtiG'v 
kuatji. N ii ni 

Jid Friday of coda mnntli at 8 p.jn. ai MgiuJd 
and Irene RrririFnt'a, now at tS ^avernake Rcrad, 
London. N.W.l. 

Ird Friday of cacti moiuJi at Jlicjinii Icn’.'p. 314 
St Paul's Road, KigJihujy t'orner, N I iabove 
RourHl:iboyE Seif'jicr vice) 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

SrOtlJSlI ANAHiHISr fO.MlRtNCE U to 
be IteJid ill Gla^ow in late June, ac lla- Trades 
CoLini;JI C'lub Qroupt aiul irutJviduali nleuNC con- 
Abcrd<:eri .Wf- AeeonMnodmiorj InqulirieM lo 
Rol+v l.ynn, 16 Rw?. Sired. Olniitow. t' I. 
AREHOEEN ANAECHUTS meet Isl and >rd 
Wednndaya of isooib at M Dejf i. 1^2 Waiicnr 
Road. Znd and 4Lb Wadncvdayii at EJr Sniitlt'i, 

J Sinclair Road Corraaj^dEOce lo eitlfsf sdircaa. 
AIKRHEEN ANARCmST FEDERATION (SWF 
local F«lli Son* WmkLbojr and Committoa 

of IW, Collaler CliinbJnd Club). CqnlacC lain 
MacDonaid. 15 Collon Slrocl, Aberdeen 
BEXI.EV PEACE ACTION CROUP. Enqulttea 
lo 150 Rvdal rjjivc, BertcriwJiJj. Kern 
BIRMINGHAM IJIFJIfARJAN AND ANAR 
CH15T CROUP. AM anarchisla, ly'ndicalilts, 
indlvidiijdiaLi. tie., please coniaci Geoff and 
diToltne Cliarllots. 32 Swindon Hoad, PdibaiEOn, 
Rlrnniriiiliam 17 (itear PoeMaiid Rond) Noia new 
addreft 

BOLTON. Gel in biuch wflh f ei Smith, MIB 
RadcNffc Knad, Burton. 

BOURNEMOUTM AND EASI WORSrr 
anarchists, pleaae eoniant John McCain, 

65 Norturi Road. Winlun, Mournen'mtJMi fff'm'ib 
595Q9J or Tira Donne, Joiret. Weal Moon:, Wim- 
borne, Donet iFerr^down 3,5W1I). 
or Tim Deane, Jullat, Wmt Moon. Wimborne, 


Doraol (Ferndown 35 Saj 

BRISTOL ANARCMISI.S. Conlaet Sltjie Fisher 
and Adam Nichoison at D The Paragon, Bristol, S. 
CROYDON and arcii L Lbertnriana alternilc 
pj-jdays from April 26, 35 NalaJ Road, ThutrUOn 
licalh. Creadon, 

EDCWAM peace action GROUP Cootaei: 

MeJvyn Hjstrin, S4 EdEwurcbur> Lane, Eduware. 
Middi. 

HERTS. Contact ellBe.] Stuart Afilcbell at South 
View, Potlen Heath Lane, Puuare Healti, 
Welwyn. Herts OR Jelt Cloves, 46 Hutbendim 
Road MarehaL'iwkk. Si Alhaos, Herta 
IPSWICH ANARCHlfIS. Contact Neil Dean. 74 
Cemetery Road, [pawlcti, Suffolk, 

KILBURN, LONDON, CunLacl Andrew DiW, 
16 Kdburn Koum, Malvern Place, Londna, 
N W.6. Meciioea S pjn every Tuawday 
LEICESTER PROlCt t. Peacell.ibcrtartan 
acuon and debnie. E\ery Wednaaday at B i^.m. 
at I The C^'meeot, ttini; Sircei. Lek>eiier 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST CROUP. 
Contact Roy Abbey Sueel. fiatli. or 

Geoffrey Barfool, 71 Ic Thoruai StreaL Walla. 
rjRPiNGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. KnockboU. 
Nr Seveiioaka, Kent. Hvery lia wcelo et GrDfin- 
waya, KnockholE. P^pa: Knoekboli 2:D6. IWun 
■ nd Maureen Riehardimi 
NckI tncciinK JuJy 2t,ii p m 

READING ANARqtiiST GROUP. Contact 
Alan Rail, 116 DetObnE Road, Read ini, Bmrka 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 


Crnunji and Indivlduali 
Kb fib Nttihan, l.tfl Penny- 


Huec-nmiithly oiceUn 
inviled to ax^f^eiaic □, 
mead, riarlow, FmbO 
Group A[ldFea«ic« — 1 

iA.NlIXiON. M P4»cl(, 7 r tnucroh. Martldon, 

F:i;:ea. l 

BISHOPS STORIEOiii. VJe MounE, CartvJew-, 
Cartle .sued. niihopfKiorlford, llerta 
CIIELM.SPORD. (Mil I hva Aruher, Mill lltuiae, 
PurIciyli. Oldnifttord.,;} -,■^c i 



__ _ Sludeniv' UntEin, 

l.misUecrn Caltejie ari'LirEhor EdueiMori, Hnrden 
1 ane. I uu^hEon. Lsia 

AlliCfl MADHAM. Imlie Kludan, Mli)i Streel, 
:rltf 


Much lladlcam, Jlcrlff 
NORTH EAST ESSr 
Mayrmtc Road, T)p4j 
Monday in each me 
ttetad, Wleahunt Rn 


Peter Nc«rtlL 'Majbuih', 
>e Hasek Group riiecta 6 rat 
jih. 7 13 p.ni. Ml " ■ 

ill It, Tiplrcc, Enex 


NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

CHOKLEV ANARCHIST GROUP. SecraUry- 
Kevyn Lynch, 6 CirAdd Terrace, CtiOrIcy. 
Lanca. 

UVERPOOL AN^iicHLST PROPAGANDA 


GROUP A.VD 'HIPPY' MOVEMENT. 

Br«. 16 Faulkner Square, l.iverpont, S, Mcetm^ 
wcBOty, 'Freedom' Sileu—P|cr Head, Saturdaya. 
Smidays. Eveninua. 

lary: Sue Warnock, 9 Boland SUeel, Fallowffdd, 
Manchc'iEcr. 14. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. S«r.* 
Lv^jry Saiunl&y. Trcedoui' and L>A’ wsHin* 
uurtidc Central Ubmiy'. 1.10-4 30 p m, 
MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP, Coniaci 
Alex Howie, (6 Devoruhtre Road, Liverpool 8. 
MectinE.t lit oitd 3rd Thurtdaya nf ilie mc^nth. 
8 p.m. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Grcni|Xi and mdividujiU invited to uxocime: cjo 
Eddie Poak, 5 Tllahuryi Finden Hoad, Whitc- 
hnnk. BrJi’hion. 

BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Coniaci Nick Heetti. Flat .L 26 Clifton Road, 
flrithlDtt^ BNE 3HN Pocliy readm£.-<i. Fmti 
Market Mard, every Stnutay 2pm Mectin^\ 
every I'hnrcday, Comhliuition, 76 W(ai Streei. 
S .30 p cn. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GKOCP. 
I Sec Sluidenc Ornupi.) 

WELSH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


card IFF anarchist group. All corfei- 

E ondeaee loi—Peie Raymond,. 9Q Albaivy Road, 

.u:ilb 

MERTHYR TYDFIL ANARCHIST GROUP- 
Corre^pnndei^ce to Him Rowlands, 16 Croitrwetl 
Sireet. Mdthyr Tydlit 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST CROUP. Contact 
J Km-t. Ill Kin« Edward’s Rfud, Brynmlll, 
SwAa'(C4i. Weekly meatinsi^ 'Freedom' lalm and 
aittmn niojeelii. 

1 LANRl Lti ConiHct Dai Walker. 6 Uwnynnendy 
Kofld. I land K, Carm, Tei LlaneJII 2548 

EAST LONDON 
LIGERTARIAN FEDERATION 


Support waoLCii for r:uiiierriy« nciivdias m area. 
Secretary Aullmny Malt.luiwx, 3.3 May villa Road, 
London. I- 11 

LEV I DNS I ONE CHOUF. Mteimi;* forsmBtitJy 
ton Snndayii al R[in BaileyV. I2K ttaiinauli Road, 
L H (I.Py tWiSyi. Ten irtinuin trom Lcyiotdiione 
Undericrniind 

STEPNEY* Trevor lackulua, 10 St Vlnomt dc 
Paul Honse. Demiwey Street. CiL'hy t.ilalc, E.) 
Paul ItoiJ-JC, Ctkliy Jlclaic, Dcmpiey Street, 15. t 
NEWHAM- I Rowe, ItX) Hciidemm Road, F.7, 
II.EDHD. liel Level ton. 12 Hamilton Avenue. 
IlfrtriL 

llAGFiNHAM, Alan limul. VW Halftrld Road, 
l.>auciiham 

WOODFORD- Dnuriiliu Nawkci^. 123 Hermnn 
IIJLI. i: IS 

3VAL1HAMSTOW, 

Marlin Road. E I7. . 

t.lMEllOUSE. M Solot. IfH Fart Ferry Hnad, 

STUDENT GROUPS 

EAST ANGUA UNlVKllSlTY GROUP (Anar- 
chlFfix Bud Peace). Contad Dave Kinp, 21? EarL 


IJcsmond MaGDunald. 80 


an official in the Frelecture ^angco it to 
34 houu He woi the first of the lot who 
bnJ been prepared to uke the reapoBAi-: 
bility ol making a decision 

I have the tmprcjsiou that these coe^ 
cessions and the speed’ of tny rcicare 
were only due to micivcntions an influen- 
lial friend was able to moke In the right 
qijortcrs. In the earlier hours of my 
arru.31 my brother thought I'd simply 
stayed overnight with friends. Late on 
Wednesday morning, on not hearing 
from me, he had ’phoned hospitals and 
police stfllioiiB; the best the hmpiinls 
could rey was that they had no one of 
my name, unless 1 was in no condition to 
give my name 

fie then called the British Embassy* 
who also had no information and later 
knew only that four Britons had been 
arrested. On 'rhursdny morning my 
brother learned where I was from my 
companion, who had been released on 
Wednesday night after public traitspori 
had stopped. Ho had in fact ’phoned the 
press agent at this Prefecture in I he Ilc 
dc la Cil 6 on Wednesday afternoon, bul 
they either refused or were unable to 
give any information, but he was given 
I he name of an official in the Pfcfeciutc 
who miffhi he able to help. He saw thm 
fifTiGia), J fjelievc on TTiunday, and when 
ht JoBrned wr Itad been brought back to 
the Comrial he tried to visit me on 
lltursday evening but was nol allowed to, 
he left some cigarettes which I was not 
given until my release. 

There arc a number of rerious puitils 
which should be rnired: 
fl) No charge was made against us. 

(2) We were given no opportunity to 
contact our embassies, or relalions 
if wc had any. (During the Nazi 
occupation of Paris one of my rela¬ 
tions was picked up hy the Gcrmam 
and detained. One of the first ques¬ 
tions ht was asked was- Would you 
like to contact anyone? His wife was 
able to collect him tmd he was re¬ 
leased within a few hours.) 

(3) Wc W'ere given no water for 15 hours, 
and in some cases longer. 

(4) I have the Impression that because 
the demonstrators had built the bar¬ 
ricades so successfully the CRS were 
unable to arrest many demonstrators 
and were picking people up indis¬ 
criminately, simply so that they could 
say they had arrested sc many 
demonstrators 

(5) No official state of emergeney had 
been dcclaTcd, but all ihoac foreigners 
arrested have been expelled or arc 
under threat of expulsion, with no 
nYeans ai 'k"ppeaf."“ TTicre* meJude 
several who have lived and worked 
in France for many years, have 
familtes, consider France their home, 
and came to France in the first place 
as polittcaj refugees and have no¬ 
where to go 
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ham RoAii, NorwkJj 

LIVERPOOL UNlVimSrrv CROUP. Contirt 
uf at ihe Booksiail in the StudenUi Uniee Efi- 
trajbce Foyer every Friday juaciitnne. 
t^E ANARCHIST CROUP* c^o Student Union, 
Ld^oo Schwi] of Fcotumueii, Houshton Street. 

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Srtvc 
SVatis, Trmity ColScgc. 

SHEFRELD UNIVERSITY CROUP. CoatWt 
Dave Jcflerin e/o Siudenla' Uninii, SheOietd. 
SOUTHWARK COLLEGE (New Litwriirtarv 
Front). Conuct Dave Bisjji. Room TH. 

SUS.SKX UNrVERSITV ANARCHISTS, For 
dctaits contact Franc f* Jarmaji, 16 Otar lode 
Street. Brlehton, BN2 TAG. BookrtaCl every 
Monday, 11-2 p.m. Faltncr House (tHtialde JCRli 
Meeting Friday. Jufje |4, 7JD p.m., at Univtr?ily 
in Mceling House. Bob BarUrop on 'The rjediitD 
at the Social tit IdeaF 

LIGERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meet mas—diseiissiOTu—aetivitlts. Gontaci PeJer 
Ford, 56 Devomhrte Read, Mill Hili, [.onden. 
N W’.7. 

VOLUNTARY WORK TEAM, Fonrardins aJ- 
Jra**: M Gam WAT ftOAO, HancheiMr 

tSee ewtact column tor prment work 

project ) 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA. Fedcrilion of Australian Anar- 
ehisi|, P.O. Roit A 319, Sydney SouUi. Public 
ineelmu every Sunday in the Domain, 1 p.ts 
and Monday*, Oxford Street, PeddinHOn. 
Sydney, fl p.m. 

DaNIAH anarchist FEDHRATJON. Oolhert- 

Dide, 17, Viborg, Denniark. 

VANCOUVER. B.C., CANADA, Anyone intera- 
ted in fonoioB anarchist andj'or diroel iclion 

S ince group cuntaeT Derek A Jamea, 1144 
tend Boulevard, North Vancouvar, BC., 
Canada Td.r 9rr-269>. 

USAt VimoNT, New Htnipehire AnaitbiJl 

Group, Meela vrcekly ^ diacuisiOD. individual 

aclioii. Coolact Eff, Krausi at RFD 2. Wood- 
tlock. Vermont 0509). USA 
SWEDEN, StoekholEU Anarehiit Foduratitiu 
Cocttact Nadir. Box 19104. fftockkoini 14. Swedes 
SW'EDENi T.ibctlad, Ailirana Vaien 6, Co<tw»- 
hiirjt V 

roRONTO ANARCIHST GROUP, Costacl 
R Cambell. Its Toryork Drive, Wwim. 
Ontario, Canada Weekly meetings 
BELGlUMt URGE. Provee, c/o^ Jaaquax Qiarlier. 
11 Avenue de la Laiteric. Sclautm-Liete, 

EAST AFRICA, C>*pr« Matthew* would fikf ta 
make eonlact Secondary school teacher frgia 
UK PO Box 90, Kakamesa. Kenya 
USA. Tama W Cain, sccrciary, Inaurpcnef 
Anarchrtt AMio^tioii. J2T Fourth 3tt«i, Ctoquet. 
Minnejcota .54?jg, USA 

GROUr-mRR^KIfL Auiiralian Aiurchr^, cfm 
Melbourne Univenily Union *r Poddy Evana. 
(he lame. 

^t£LBDURNE, Del In Uiut:li with Sebavtian Jd|in. 
34 Dorritt Street, Oerlion, Victoria 3053, 
Aurtralia. Public nieetijias aE Yarra ^nk, 
Melbourne 











hilernotloiial Student Power 


J^AST THURSDAY. British stuUimis 


heard the views of a large rturnber 
of fot^eign student activists who were in 
Loudon, by courtesy of the BBC. for 
the television programme 'Studcnis In 
Revolt' it was perhaps a of 

what was to follow that when the foreign 
student representatives hied into a packed 
Old Theatre at LSE, they wcr: singing 
the ^Internationale'. The atmosphere* al- 
th^gh electric, was immediately broken 
and became one of polite, and somewhat 
embarrassed, amusement. A few stalwart 
souls attempted to ioln ir^ hui the majority 
just sat and listened 

li seemed to me the British students 
did not understand and draw lessons from 
the e.\pcricnccs and ideas put across to 
them. In contrast lo the sophisticated 
level of arguments put across by the 
German SDS. the French 22nd March 
and Italian student movement groups, the 
British studcnis" reactions seemed fnc- 
tionai and naive. However, this is prob¬ 
ably unjust, because people speaking 
were obviously theoreticians of fairly 
high standing wdthin their own move¬ 
ments. 

ClJiAR THINKING 

The foreign studenui attempted not only 
to give an account of what has occurred 
in their owti movemcnis, but also lo 
create an idea of the w-ay they thought 
student movements in particular and 
revolutionaiy^ movements generally should 
carrv’ out activities. 

perhaps the most explicit of these w^s 
Krippendorf of the German SDS who 
emphasised certain problems existing in 
all revolutionary^ organisations which had 
to a large degree been ignored by the 
British student movement. The two main 
dangers, as far as he could see, were the 
personalisation of conflicts and the bour¬ 
geois attempt to fit their ideas of argii- 
mcm on you* i.c. the quesnion of violence, 
blueprints for Utopia, etc. 

The first question could only be dealt 
w'ith by regular rotation of leadership. 
This served two functions, as well as 
avoiding the build-up of personality. II 
avoided the problem created by people 
being in the midst of acliviiy con¬ 
tinuously. having no time to stop and 
think and analyse the direction which 
ihcir activity bs faking. Secondly, the 
rotation of leadership destroys the myth 
ibai ouiy persoimLiiies ore involved and 
demonsimcv futEdamcntally the broad 
base of the movemcni. 

LINKING HANDS 

Lewis Cole, from ihr Columbia SDS 
rNcw York/, made ^omc very imponani 
points about the nature of activities and 
the selection of specific points of agif.a- 
tion or direct action which illustrate in 
microcosm the nature of society in 
general He was referring to the recent 
revolt ai Columbia University over the 
University's ailempi to build on park¬ 
land in Harlem. This issue, because of 
the fantastically Large-scale nature of 


Columbia Llnivcrsity (they own large 
chunks of property all over New York)* 
was seized upon and aroused the active 
interest not only of groups such as Black 
Power, but also the liberal clcrncms in 
the University, and later the City itself. 

P VRl?v PROBLOIS 

The problem of violence and having no 
defined altitude to what happens when a 
University is occupied was dealt with by 
Cohn-Bend it. He pointed out the dangers 
implicit in continuous .street-fighting 
which sometimes cannot be avoided; the 
violence became a reason in itself and 
assumed paramount importance in the 
simgglc. He doubled that given the 
peculiar conditions of France* and parti¬ 
cularly of the Sorbonne. the attitude of 
the Paris students could have been any¬ 
thing other than it was; but this is not 
to say that other student movements could 
not learn from these dangers. 

These points were brought out by the 
Italian comrades as well. One had the 
uncomfortable impression that the stu¬ 
dents from Czechoslovakia had either 
one eye over their shoulder or one eye 
on the main chance. It was inEcrcsting 
in a way ilnit these students (who had in 
faci revoked m the most difijcult circum¬ 
stances of all) were the most interested 
in afFccling the attitude of a party, Tn 


the case of the Yugoslav girl, it seemed 
that Tito could do no wrong; a dis¬ 
appointing nnalypJii froin somebndy repre^ 
seniing the Yugoshtv movement, but ihcn* 
of course, we ciyinoi determine how these 
students were picked. 

A CASE IN PlHN'i 

During the discitssion, some of ihe 
external students, taking their final socio¬ 
logy examination, catne to appeal for 
suppi>rt on Ihe ftf the re-silting of 

the examinations {University authoriiies 
alleged an cxaminaiit^ paper leak, and 
ordered a re-sittingf The foreign stu¬ 
dents quite rightly did not want to com¬ 
ment on this, as it an internal British 
matter; however. Knppcndorf was pre¬ 
vailed upon to give an opinion It was 
interesting lo see reactions to what he 
said. He thought it highly irresponsible 
for someone to come into a hall with no 
planned action and only a vague assess¬ 
ment of the situatiuHt and ask for mass 
action from a meeting of 80(1. 

Tlic dificrence in methods between Ihe 
Continental students and Ihe Brilish was 
very apparent: although the British stu- 
denis supported in tlieory Krippendorfs 
ideas that small planning groups should 
come out with a concrete plan and pre¬ 
sent it basically for modiJkalion, they 
simply did not appear to carry it out. 


How'cvcr. It did seem in the tW’*T days 
following, that ibc lesson falrhough luu 
acted upon! was beginning lo lu- iLarncd. 
and the methods of discujtsion, it wa.^ 
realised, would have to be radically 
changed if ihc rcvoluiionarv student 
o^ovement was to Isccomc a reality and 
not a paper organisation, 

It WHS a unique occasion and like many 
nnarchisls, I was graicfiil to be there. 
However, it was ni^i a ease of listening 
to a rally or a political platform, but m 
a real sense the meeting wh.s a dialogue 
which the whole libertarian movement 
must not <jnly listen lo but aci upon 

Our movement is now wielding an in¬ 
fluence out of propoTiion to its size, 
within ihc student movement; ihai is not 
surprising, as we have a valid contribu¬ 
tion to make to it. Bui I feel thai if the 
libertarian students take the ideas so 
dearly expressed at this meeting and act 
upon Ibcm, encouraging others lo do the 
same, the result will create a really 
healrby student movement devoid of 
factionalism. 

DtGClElR. 

NO'TE: On ilie Friday and .Saturday 
follow mg the nieeilng at LSEk lit ere wa.v 
H iitiirerence to crentc a revoluttimHry 
student federntion. The cofiFercnce set 
up a jirtivlshninl co-ordination iHininilllec 
until October. It was very well nlltndcd 
by ilelegaie.s from all over Great Elritniu 
and Ireland, and the whole ultittide of 
Muderifx and their organisation wax dis¬ 
cussed, A more dcfiiiled report and 
comment will appear next week in 
FREEDOM. 


FIFTH COLUMN 


Once You Begin ... 


O NE of the nbjeciions lo Mficcifighting 
—as Darnel UohnTlendil suggested 



MOVING FUND 


Tanjei is fSOO. 

Received lo DalC'—£403 lOs, 2d, 


PREMISES FUND 


TarKct h £I,(KH) per year. 

PJed^i^ liujiuured to date ami iluuu- 
lioiis: £403 I6s. Id. 


Keep It Up 


FIN A Nf J A L S I A J EM I N I 


Anarcfio- 
Syndhaiism 
in Czechosiowakia 


Estimjiied E'.xiieiisev: 

24 weeks at CtHl: 
lucoiiic: Sales iiml Suirs.; 


£2,160 

£1,041 


j^OMi:WifAI lielaivdly the (enuni 
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Ani,n I Uxidiiii, ^.^V.I0: I* M, 10/ : 
EurditL An. Gp 13.'-; Wolvcrliujiipiiui: 
J.K.W.^ 2,''. 5 L * 3/-: fxmdon, N.Jtl: 
P.J.lj £2/10/-; Niirwiih: t .A.I. £1; 

Gov'cnlry; L.fZ.H 10/-; Ivundmi, ETi B.( 
3/-: Bruiiiley: W.D.W. Stranraer; 

T.H.N. 5/-; Vlhilhy: PR Hi/-; Aberderii: 
YCND £1; l.«nclfjrtJ Anon l/fi; Ixindmif 
N.W.l; D.C.R 10/- 

TOTAi.: 
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£8 

6 

J] 

£408 

2 

J 

£416 

9 

0 

£219 

0 

0 

£J97 

9 

0 




I rade l.ijii<)ii f ijurici) id ( '/.echo- 
JovakiB h,>- det;tded tliiii the country's 
Trade Unions nitisl prolccl the nghia 
of their member'^^ uod (but they shonkl 
jiut be dependen! on any poJiiiutl paily 
In the t95()!i. reports C-rrc/ioi/ovuitc 
Ufr (Prague, June), the Unionii came 
tu he considered a kind of uaiiiouNwon 
bell between the ( omrnuntsi Party and 
the Guvermoeni; an organizatuiri in 
mobilize (he workers lo fulf'd ihe cco- 
nomte plan, rrcqucnfly they backed 
(lie managumeirt radivr than ihcir own 
ruenilvcrs. Any indcpcndeji) aclivily 
winch ihrealcricd this tomicplion was 
la belled 'unaidio-iiyMd ical ixm' 

The idea lltal Unions we(c indepcddcni 
organbaiiorts willi theii <}wri pmiil of 
view, based on ah&nlmely volun(ary 
memberahip »i which C ommunmix were 
obviously in the minorify and therefore 
did not automaiicRlIy have n rigli( to 
hold important oBlce.x, was linii from 
view 

fM!i 


‘A Man Born Free’ 


H erbert read, who died lo^t week 

at the age of 74. was shy and 
retiring but in informal surroundings 
could be a warm and humorous person. 
He had fine eyes which renected his 
moods and thoughts as eloquently as 
his pen expressed his ideas and his 
creative imagination. 

His connections with the anarchisi 
movement and in particular with (lie 
Freedom Press group go back to 1937 
when Emma Goldman came to London 
as representative of the Spanish CNT- 
FAI (ihc syndicalist and aimrdiist or¬ 
gan isaiions rcspeciively). This was the 
beginning of a valuable coHaboraijon 
that lasted until 1953. 

In the opening paragraph to Foeiry 
and Anarchism (1938) he wrote: "To 
dcciarc for a doctrine so remotv as 
anarchism at this stage of history wiH 
hr regtirdcd by some critics as a sign 
of inreliectuai bankruptcy: by others as 
a sort of treason, a desertion of the 
democratic front at tiie mast acute 
moment of its crisis: by stiff others as 


merely poetic nonsense, for myself it 
is not only a remrit to f roudhoa. Tolstoy 
and Kropotkin, ^^^erc the predilec¬ 
tions of my youi/i hut a mature rcalf 
zaiton, moreover, af the necessity, or 
the probity, of on inteUectaal confining 
himself to cssentiahf 

He went on to point out that so 
long as Lenin and Stalin had 'promised 
a definitive "withering away of the 
State" I was prepared lo -HtiHc my 
doubts and prokmg my faith', But when 
the years went by and the liberty of 
the individual receded at every stage 'a 
break became inevitable’. And it was 
the struggle of 1936-39 that made it 
'possible to iransTt -r niir hor^s to Spain 
where anarchism^ so long oppressed and 
obscured* has at last emerged as a pre¬ 
dominant force in eonatructivc socialism'. 

In that beautiful autobiographical 
volume Annals of innocence and Ex- 
perience he makes reference lo his 
Marxist and Anarchist readings in his 
youth and dates them at not later than 
the summer of 1914. By 1916, when 
he was an officer in His Majesty's Army, 
he read and was influenced by T. E, 
H(.lime's iranslatioo of SoreFs Reflections 
on Violence, and in his autobiography 
he declares ‘that few^ books have im¬ 
pressed me 50 deeply and so per- 
manemly'. 

Aficr the war of 1914-18 he entered 
Ihc CEvil Service where he remained 
until 1931 rhey were years in which 
he was, he writes, under a much stricter 
censorship than in the army 'and though 
1 never "dropped" politics, 1 ceased lo 
write about them'. And so when he 
found himself at liberty to take part 
in the public discussion of political 
issues, many people ussatned that ! 
hod "pist discovered" Mar.x. that the 
turn of polificnl events had forced me 
from Ihe seclusion of an ivory toiler, 
that 1 had adopted atutrehism as a /f>g/cn/ 
counter pan m my an m. Actualfy 
there ivnj nii unfatHng continuity in 
my political interests and political opi¬ 
nions, f would not tike to claim that 
they show an nnfailittg consistency, hut 
ihc general principles which I found 
coftgeniul twenty-five yrurr ago nre still 
the Imsic principtes of such political 
philosophy us i nrui' accept' 

I iim HOI proposing lo nnmvcl ihis 
personal and intelEcntal kiuu here, 
(hough J would sLiggcvt that no fteriuus 
appraisal of Jlerbcri kerurs pnlitical 
ulcas uod writings can ignore these 
Kignifioint uuLobiiigranlncal rercrences I 
rhnik also ihai oftc must lake imo 
account that a wtiicr rs primarUy a 
Wfiicr-concerned with the an of wruing, 
just as a painter h coneenied wiih 
paiiu, and a politician with piwer. Where 
llerbert Read distinguishes himself from 
50 many wntert of our lime is in 
remaining to the end mliy hut secure; 
aware of his »Liiicverncnis and failures 
and never depending on the arc light 
of the ignotioi jmiss-commimiemors 

J am sure lhal Herburi Read would 
have 1>een (he first to recognise that 
lie liad noi eonlrihijicd to the clahoniiioti 
of aniirehist ideas (hat was in his power 
as B ihioker and wriier to do. And I 
would suggest thai this stems from an 
inability to iranslaic his thoughts into 


the imagiimiion of poliiicaily conscious 
workers, Alas, not having been in touch 
with him personally since 1953, I never 
put these questions to him. But 1 
think the answers, anyway, will be found 
in his writings because after all he 
was essentially a communicator by Ihe 
written word and not by the odd re¬ 
mark he might make at a party. 


My recollections of Herbert are that 
he not only reluctantly agreed to speak 
at meetings but that having agreed to 
he wrote out his speech and delivered 
it with all the revolui ionary' fervour 
he could summon up for the occasion. 
Which meant that more often than 
not some of the public were so dis- 

appoinlcd by his delivery that they 
failed to lake into account the important 
things he had to say I 

As well as writing for the anarchist 
press (his first coniribution was in 5p^iiij 
and the iVorld, May, 1938, and Freedom 
press published most of his political 
wriimgs), Herbert took part in many of 
our activities, and not only tent his 

name but was also most helpful in 
the work of organising rncetings, of 

gelling other well-known people to sign 
protests, or appeals, or to raise funds. 
And of course everybody "got' at him 
to help either with publishing ihcir 
masterpieces or to gel their paintings 
accepted and so on It reached a 

point, when he was still living in 
Beaconsfield, that he had a card printed 
which read; 

Herbert Read begs to thank you for 
your letter, but has to inform you that 
he has retired from all unsolicited 
correspondence, from lecturing, attending 
meetings and conferences, joining com¬ 
mittees, writing prefaces and introduc¬ 
tions, visiting studios and opening 
exhibitions, reading unsolicited manu- 
scripis and books, offering his opinion 
on drawings and paintings submitted to 
him ihrough the post, and generally 
from all those activities which render 
his present existence fragmentary gud 
futfle. 

Poor Herbert; the card saved him 
from not more than a (iny fraction 
o| this uiLsulicUed correspondence For 
it was his cs&eniiut modesty \S'hich made 
him the victim of all kinds of dcier- 
iniiicd phonies but also the ^pon.sor of 
so many young people who needed 
just ihe kind of h c I p that he 
could and would give Jleiuy Moore 
has written of him that he hnd novei 
met anyone 'more generous with his time. 
Of more selEsacfihcing in ihe way ihut 
he would put aside his own conccrnii 
lo help olhers'. 

Our Uisappomtnient when he accepted 
a knighthood in 1953 was openly ex¬ 
pressed in the columns of J-RiTUfoM, 
and there is no pomi in reviving the 
issue, c.xcept by way of explaming why 
some of us were no longer in touch 
with llcrhcri during the last Hflcen 
years of his life 

Hut the silence of ihcxe years never 
cvlingutshcd. at least for me, Ihc frictid- 
Nhip and work in common of the pre¬ 
ceding fifteen years 

V.R. 


at the LSF last svcck -ts that if under- 
laken seriously against determiticd op¬ 
position h may not leave much time 
for the real work of social revolution 
While (he revoliiiicumry students of 
Paris were having their heads beaten in 
by (be CRS they were not in n po.siiion 
to cam on the university under student 
conirol. 

Another objceiion to streelftghling k 
that once you begin you have to con¬ 
tinue—until the regime falls or you 
are cru.shcd An e.xhi1arating victory 
must be followed by oiheri: no simiegic 
withdrawal is possible And if success¬ 
fully holding the Qimnicr Latin is a 
triumph, losing it to the police is a 
defeat. 

The most significant element in the 
French rebellion was not the raising 
of the harricades. but the Dee u pat ion 
by studenU and workerH of 
vcTsitio nnd HiCtortcs. As has been 
said so often* ii is by taking control 
at work ihat fhc exploited cla.xscs have 
the capacity to achieve a revolulion. 

The physical occupation of places of 
work demonstrstes the power of the 
masses. How many pnIiccmeti do you 
need lo c.xpci from their factories all 
the workers of France? The State 
has no answer to the determined action 
of a united working class. 

But it has a very simple answer to 
a minority of revnluiionarics fighting 
in the streets. If the tear gas fails there 
are always tanks. 

If the masses fought in the streets 
they would win against the tanks. But 
they do not need lo fight: this is the 
essential poini 

To achieve a revolution the workers 
have to go beyond physical occupation 
of the factories and begin to run them 
for themselves. By taking over the 
Functions of ihc ruling class they make 
it irrelevant and powerless 
Thus the most radical action open 
to students is to show the way forward 
by taking over their university, H a 
university can be run by its workers— 
students and junior leachcrs—why not 
factories, offices, transport services? 

Unfortunately the takeover of a uni¬ 
versity is more exciting than the running 
of it And street fighting is the most 
romantic meihod ol confroniing authority 
that can be found in a history' book. 


Typical State 
Treatment for 
Faithful 
Old Retainers 


Fl^HOSE who think that police horses 
deserve a better fate than a police¬ 
man's arse will sympathise wiih Mrs. 
M. F Turney of Park Road, New 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, who wrote re¬ 
cently in a letter lo the Daily Express: 

I read with horror that police horses 
are destroyed wdicn their valuable ser¬ 
vices have come to an end. Surely, after 
so many years of training and devoted 
service, a place could be found far them 
in a rest home for horses. 

WVNH5RO Hicks 


LETTER 


Chinese Anarchists 


JanguiRc anti issues that could eanturc_bv_Herbert Read. 


♦From 5ri/rg for the Spattlsh Anarchist 


□ear Comrades. 

In a recent issue, P. Billingsley queries 
the usage of 'wu jengfu r:he' as 'anarchisi' 
in Bob Blakeman's itiformative article 
on Chinese Anarchists According lo 
ihc authorities 1 have consulted, this 
word mcaoA anarchism' in exactly the 
same sense as we use n It Ts fiicwABiins 
to note lhal while the word is used 
by the Chinese auihonncs in connection 
wnih 'criminality', most of the 'crime* 
is in regard to taking over factories, 
etc. 

Ill Pu Chin mid His Writings (Harvard 
I B 196?) tbb i.s (he word (transliterated 
as 'wu cheng fu chur) used by Pu Chin 
when writing on anarchism and trans¬ 
lating from Bakunin, Kropotkin, Emma 
Goldman, Main testa, etc U is also 
LiscU by Ihc Chinese Anarchists in¬ 
var lably Wink n may be associaied 
with 'criminality' when used by ihe 
Chinese govern mcni or Slate propa- 
gamlisis. '1 fear '(is so wiih us in 
lien mark'. 

Ineidemally, ihis subject is treated 
with great force of language in 
Lui-Shih's They are nor the patriots, 
we are not the bandits (published in 
192B. m translation, by the London 
Freedom Group). Dealing with Makhno. 
Zapaia and the Chinese rriovement. he 
pours scorn on the pretensions of the 
Kuo Min Tang to he the 'patriots' and 
on those w'ho. having outlawed move¬ 
ments demanding social juslica. then 
describe them as criminal, 

Londryn * s**-. — 
















The Royat Commission on Trade Unions Report means 

More State 



Intervention 


For Workers’Control 

Ji.NE 12 r%« Vcl 19 Nrt 19 


»pHE LONG-AWAITED refx>rt by 
the Royal Commission on Trade 
Unions and Employers" Associatiiins 
has been published P'roni the 
employers' point of view, it has 
been very disappointing* while for 
the trade unionist* it will mean 
state intervention. 

The Financtat t imeA has said the 
Commission 'has taken three years 
and a huge volume of evidence to 
produce a report that many people 
will be incMned lo dismiss as a 
moiiSeV The Economkf echoes this 
when it says 7n general* this is a 
report to forget*. These two publi¬ 
cations and employers* associations 
ivanted a much harder line taken. 
They wanted fines on unofficial 
strikers to be deducted from their 
wjige packets and legal enforcement 
of colleclive contracts. 

The Commission fell that these 
legit 1 satiations wsjuld harm indus¬ 
trial relations* aJffiough some mem¬ 
bers disagreed with this necommen- 
daiion. The report* however, does 
make concessions to the advocates 
of legal sanctions, for it proposes 
that the present legal protection be 
withdnawTi from persons who per¬ 
suade workers to strike tmconsii- 
tutionaJly TIms recommendation 
was carried by a 7-5 majority and 
il seems that the Commission was 
split on this and other matters, 
this could now mean that 
employers w'ould be in a position 


Contact Column 

Thu cotumfi exists For munid aid. 
Ooaitiuiis towards cost of typesertinfi 
will t» welcome. 


to lake legal action against 
militants and sue them for 
breach of contract, for conspiracy 
and cause them to be served with 
injimclions nestrainmg them from 
conrinuing iheir actlvitJes. 

This legal weapon could be used, 
but on the whole it does not have 
much importunce. for if employers 
sue one or two men, this would 
only cause them more trouble. How¬ 
ever. it could affect a work place 
where union organisation is in the 
etiriy stagey. "Hien the employers 
rmght try' it on and get aw'ay with 
il. However* individual victiinisa- 
tion of this sort usually gives the 
employer more trouble than it’s 
worth. 

THE TVVO-TIER stem 

The main emphasis of the report 
is an changing the pattern of col¬ 
lective hiirguining. The report goes 
over* in some detail, well-known 
facts about the two systems of in¬ 
dustrial bargaining. One they call 
the formal system 'embodied in the 
official institutions*, while the other 
is the informal system, created by 
the actual behaviour of trade 
unions and employers' associations, 
of managers, shop stewards and 
worker’. 

This is the two-tier system of 
bargaining which is carried on in 
most industries* where the national 
agreemen ts only form a base from 
'WhjdTTh'eTOcal and factory' agree- 
ments arise. It is this informal 
system of wage bargaining* called 
'wage drift’, ■which has mainly come 
about since the war. It reflects 
the changed powder relations which 
have taken place in this period- 


With post-war full employment, 
shop floor rganisation has been in 
a strong bargaining position to push 
up bonus rates. Bargaining on this 
shop floor organisation has been in 
autonomous and ba? covered aspects 
of job control likB'lhe manning of 
of machinery. 

To most workers, their shop 
floor organisaiirm is llie most im¬ 
portant aspect of trarie unionism. 
It is at this level that the wage 
packet is made up to ^ reasonable 
one and where inhumnn conditions 
are made bearable, shop floor 
bargaining has* of course, streng¬ 
thened the shop stewards. Power 
has filtered back down to the rank 
and file and through their own 
efforts liiey have managed lo secure 
agreements and wage rates that 
national officials would never have 
dreamed of demanding. What has 
happened and is recognised is that 
militancy [xiys off. 

This* they say. has brought about 
*thc tendency of eJttremc decentrali¬ 
sation and self-government to dege¬ 
nerate into indecision and anarchy: 
the propensity lo breed inefficiency: 
and die rcluciance tn change—all of 
them characteristics which become 
more damaging as they develop, as 
the rate of technical progress in¬ 
creases, and as the need for econo¬ 
mic growth bectvmcs more urgent'. 

They use the word 'anarchy' here 
jrs a synonym fiTr ctiaiMi whil^the 
tendency they describe as ^decentrali¬ 
sation and .self-government* is also 
one of anarchy. But this tendency is 
one that is preventing 'technical pro- 
gress* and ‘economic growth' because 
the wtirksliop organisation realises 
that these ihinp are against their 


interests, unless they secure the 
benefits from them. 

REGISTRATION OF 
AGREEML.NrS 

ThU is why the Ct>mmis5ion wartl^ lo 
see the h'lrmsiUuitmii of plan I and com¬ 
pany bar^ining so that the benefits are 
retained in productivity deals by ihe 
employers. These new colleclive labour 
factory agreements, mnda by major com¬ 
panies {those with over 5,000 workers) 
should be obliged to register their agree¬ 
ments with the Ministry of En^ployment 
and Productivity* or if they have none, 
to explain why. The proposed act would 
also set up an Industrial Relations Com¬ 
mission which could be instructed by 
the Ministry to ‘investigiiie and report 
on cases and problems arising out of 
reg is trail on of agrectnenf 

This proposed IRC would, of course, 
supplement and assist the work of the 
present Prices and Incomes Board. It is. 
furthermore* if carried out, yet another 
cnGroachment of the Stale in collective 
bargaining. The proposal represents an 
attempt to come to terms with the power 
which the shop floor ccummittee of 
stewards have built up. 

These types of plant productivity 
agreements have, of course, been going 
on for a long time now and have 
Government blessing and encouragement* 
but the recommendation which fornialises 
these types of agreements wilt mean an 
even closer watch and examiniLlion of 
the agreements, to make certain that 
workers are really paying for any wage 
increases they may obtain with pro¬ 
ductivity deals. The suggestion that targe 
companies register their agreements is 

that after the scheme has got going, 
smaller companies will have to reg^tcr 
their agreements. 

W.AGE CONTROL 

This is the main reeornmendation of 
ihe Commission (some of the others be¬ 
ing one union for an industry', protection 


for individual employees)i. and ii^ an 
attempt to cornu to terms with the shift 
in power in the imde union movement. 

As such, it gives the State further power 
in the regulation of wages and condi¬ 
tions to assist the employers to make 
increased profits. These factory and 
company agreements would, in the words | 

of the report, "enable companies to excr- 1 

CIS® elTective control over their own wage- 
salary-hills*. 

Thiii type of agreement will strengthen 
the executive of the uitjons If present 
agreements, drawn up in accordance with 
the Commission’s recommendations are 
anything to go by, ihen we will get agree¬ 
ments made by union executives and 
employerji* without eonsuUalion with the 
rank and file* which will tie down union 
organisaiioiia to wage ugreements and 
give no provision for future bargaining 
by shop stewards. 

Companies obviously sec the ad von- > 

tflgcs of these agreements and are far 
more willing to deal with executive 
members than shop steward.s The Com¬ 
mission prtsbably see this recommenda¬ 
tion as a substitute lor legal sanctions on 
unofficial strikes. These recommenda¬ 
tions should be resisted by all trade 
unionists, ft might only be the beginning, 
in that if tlu: economic position of British 
capitalism docs not improve in compel i- 
tiveness in the next two years, then there 
could be further State intervcniion into 
trade union affairs. 

The trade unions arc mostly seen as 
wilhng allies to capilaliam. They are 
rather slow in changing to meet present 
day situations, but they form an essential i 

part of modern western capilalism. But 
af rbe shop the conflicfs sfi/J exerf. 

opposing interests confront one another. 

Here the class stniggle is a fact and it is 
here that the strength of the working 
class is based. The Commission's recora- 
mtndations propose to undermine that 
strength. 

P.T 


Two Nights of Guerilla Warfare 


Frutge Fe-fthal, Balk. Thursday. June 27. 
Contact Absalom Gallery', Bath 
63761. 

Work wanted* German student (Eng. and 
German Lit.), male. 26, wants to 
escape fascist surroundings and slay 
in London Tlj do so he seeks job. 
Has done driving (including vansj 
and translating. Peter Muender* 49 
Rivington Street, London, E.C.2. 
C'onfertnce* 'The Free School m the 
Unfree Society' Day Conference or* 
ganized by the Libertanan Teachers’ 
Association, Saturday. July 20. from 
10.30 a.m. at 36 Devonshire Road* 
Mill HilJ, London* N.W.7 Send 5,.- 
P.O* before July J4 lo P. Ford at 
above address. 

Comniiijud fAimi, Am now doing research 
into aspects Any ideas? Write 
Dava* J37A Burn! Ash Hill, Lee, 
London, S.E 12. 

Work wanJed. Woman teacher* refugee 
from Slate school rat race seeks work. 
Near Greenford preferred, Box IZ 
Arthur .AJoyxtf. Anarchijtic Folio of 

drawing!^, oartiions and collages. 22 
prints flOi x «iJ and index. 6s. or 
SL50 post paid from BB Books, 
II Clematis .Street, Blackburn* Lancs. 
PUiiified duccnIruIjMiliijJi via the anarchist 
commune, fid. stamp.'* to .Selene 
Community (F), Rhydeymerau. Llan- 
dcilo. Sir Gaurfyrddjn. 

Vfiluntury Work Tviiin. Present address: 

Fcjimby HttIL Fomiby. Francs 
Muni'lleiiiier Arts IjiFi, Needs £3(30 for 
rent, and cash donations, books, 
furniture* equipmcni. Premises pro- 
visionaliy taken for June 22 Details 
Doug HoHon. 54 Fgerton Road. 
FRlIowfidd. Manchc.ster, !4 
FJat w mi red for two girls and two kids. 
Tired of being discriminated against 
by rtsRen kndowners because of 
kids. Prefer Islingion/Cammbury/ 
Highbury ar<^. Contact Barbara or 
Julie at 'Peace News', 5 Caledonian 
Road, N.L Phone; 837 4473. 

Lo villi; foster hoiiie is wanted for hoy 
Di years)* pacifist family Box No, 9. 
Famify with four children urgently seeks 
unfurnished house nut of London. 
Write 655 Fulham Road. S.W.6 

If yciti wtsh fi> rnttke contacl let us know* 


Continued from page 1 
But the night represents a lurning- 
potm in the civil war. For the first time, 
the CRS have been shown to be vul¬ 
nerable. human* capable of being de¬ 
feated. The new weapon, and the tech¬ 
nique!; of guerrilla warfare that were dis¬ 
played throughout the night mark a new 
development of the battle, and things 
will never be the same again. 

4ftemiK>ii, flit second dny. 

Gutted police vehicles still lie wrecked 
opposite the Piinibcmi. Windows of 
police buildings are gutted, newsi-kiosks 
are burned out. 

H is 2 p.m.* and the ao, despite a 
motieratc breeiie aJl morning* is still 
heavy with riot-gas. In restaurants along 
the Bijufevarct Si. Michel* ihc diners eat 
with tears streaming down their faces. 

From the dome of the Sorbonne flies 
the black flag of anarchy The flag also 
flics at siralegic points on the building* 
in conif^ny with the red The quadrangle 
of the SinJujnnu is crowded with people 
looking at the improvised bookstalls. The 
anarchist stall seems to he doing good 
business, but the movement Is over¬ 
shadowed by the Communist J’arty 
machine, that duminaics ihe staEls. the 
dogans on the walk, the banners that fly 
from W'indows of the building. 

The opposition to Gaullist totalilariaii- 
ism may be unjtt-d at the moment* but 
it is hopcdcssly split into balLa-dozcn 
dtffcring ideologies that cannot surdy 
prtividc a harmonious aliurnarivc. 

A dememstrution is called at the Garc 
de rt*i< at 7 p.m. 

I decide to jump in with brjth feet and 
travel direct there by Me(r<j. As I walk 
out of the exit I am pounced on by 
CRS who are filling the station forecourt 
in their luindtcds. 

■Fapierr I have to give Eheni my 
pa'ssport. They scrulinisic, hand it back. 
I^cy want me to ga back down the 
Metro, r refuse I notice a curious re¬ 


action. None of the CRS -surrounding 
me will look me straight in the ei'e. 
Whenever 1 look at one of them and ask 
to walk out of the station, he turns away, 
and will not take the decision as lo my 
destiny upou himsdi. faced with an 
open space, and the turned back of the 
CRS, 1 push past, thanking them, and 
walk out of the st^ion 

The massed forces of the Gaullist 
regime are here assembled on this warm 
summer evening. Hundreds til armed 
police and C-RS Conipklely block the 
Boulev'ard dc S<riLsh*iurg, rifles slung over 
shoulders* bus-loai|s oi reinforcements* 
also armed, wailingjri side streets. There 
must be nearly a hitadrcd vehicles parked 
around the station^ maybe more. U is 
a i^haUering sight.: But this is what a 
police state has do to preserve its 
power. lo continue jts exploitation of the 
many. 

Apart from the rifles, boxes of gas- 
grenades lie handy, Steel shields are 
carried by police (everyt>ne is helmeted 
naturally) and the wooden truncheons 
are swinginM openl)*'* even though there 
isn't a single demcmsEraioT in sight* nr 
suimd. 

.A qiEailer of a mile away I encounter 
Ihrcc more complete lines of armed police 
blocking the boulevard. 

Ilie iJeiiioiislmtii}fi, as should have 
been realised after last night* is ai last 
obsolelt: A few skirmishes develop, but 
the Students, workers and others, filler 
away into the side streets. The police 
are delayed in their pt^sitions for some 
rime, however* fearing a regrouping* and 
this enables a lot to happ<?n in 
of town. 

llie iilglit of lire Util 
At 9.30 the first Molotov (i£>ckiails 
shatter thy at illness of ibt' evening, U is 
going to be a long night 
Barricades arc being erected in many 
parts of the 5th, 61 b 14th Arron- 
dissements. Election boards, erected in 
the centre of boulevards for party nottcfis* 


are broken down and set alight with the 
cry of ■Elections are treason'. 

So many incidents are taking ptaoe that 
the police, massed though they are, just 
haven't got the men or vehicles to deal 
with them. They do a great deal in the 
way of making arrests, but there arc 
Streets IntvT which they never go* ihrough- 
out the entire night. 

Fire engines which arrive to put out 
fires are unhampered by demonstrators* 
who shmg* wait until they arc gone* then 
relight the fires. 

Molotov cocktails explode m the dis¬ 
tance, answered by peppering gas- 
grenades. 

1 walk up Bouleviird SL Michel, CRS 
block the way at Rue Gay Lu.ssac. They 
want us out of the street. CRS vans come 
dashing out of side streets, catching the 
crowds unexpectedly* and firing gas- 
grenades to drive us back, a hundred 
yards at a time, A CRS van skids to a 
stop about twenty yards aw'ay and they 
fire grenades into us* I turn and run 
with the others. I see on the pavement 
m front of me three gas-grenades spew¬ 
ing out gas. i take a breath, leap over 
the grenades and run as far as I can be¬ 
fore sucking in more air. Our eyes arc 
full of tears now, but the mood is anger, 
not apathy. 

*As we run duw'n the Biiulii^artl St* 
IMlchel 1 see ahead a convoy of CRS 
vehicles rolling into sight. They block 
our escape. 

J jump Ihc fence into the Jardin du 
Luxcniborg and flit among Ihc trees, A 
score of others are with me. Wc wait 
until an exit presams Itself, then run 
down it and away into the night. 

The night is now a scene of utter 
violence. 

As a convoy of CRS roll towards 
Monlpamasse, the road ahead of them 
is suddenly lit with half a dozen violent 
flashes, followed by deafening detona¬ 
tions* followed by flames from Bred 
vehicles leaping into the air. 


Restaurants along BfiuLward rlu Moni* j 

parna.S5e empty quickly as waiters pre¬ 
sent clients with bills and hurry them out / 

into the night. Small groups of people ^ 

listen gravely to the news coming in 
over transistor radios. 

A bull dourer rolls into a square in *■ 

Montparnasse to dear blazing vehicles 
on to waste ground. It turnx and charges 1 

the gathered crowd. Scores of CRS stand ] 

around, but do not charge. They stick 
to the only weapon they can use without j 

murdering their own people—the gas- 
grenade. 1 find myself in with a defiant 
crowd gathered in a side street. The 
police cannot gel into a position whereby 
they can fire grenades directly into the 
street, because of its narrowness and 
height of the buildings. 

The marksman fires instead high into 
the air, hoping to lob the grenades among 
us. He is a poor shot. All the grenades 
clatter onto the tiles of rooftops and dis¬ 
appear into some unfortunate residents" 
back-garde ns. Like comets the grenades 
and cartridges fly through the air. The 
bulldozer appears at the end of the 
street, belching defiance* and charges. But 
the street is loo narrow for the scoop to 
enter. The driver has lo brake rapidly 
to avoid colliding with the shops on 
cither side. 

The three surrounding Arrondissements 
are in civil war. Fires burn in almost 
every square, petrol bombs puncture the 
night, gas-grenades plop around us, barri¬ 
cades block streets at strategic points* 
crowds gather only to melt away into the 
darkness on the approach of the police* 
and re group when the threat is gone. 

*Studcnts on mopeds tear up and down 
the boulevards keeping track of CRS 
movements* and giving advance warning 
of their impending approach to friends 
along their route. 

The fighting and the explosions go on 
long into the night. 

• 

This is what 1 saw on the tw'o nights, 
of rioting in Paris which directly led lo 
the repressive measures of de Gaulle an 
Wednesday, June 12—the only answer 
he could find to combat the discomcnl of 
the French people. LD 




















